ENDING VIOLENCE
AGAINST CHILDREN

in Lao PDR

THE SCALE OF THE PROBLEM
Findings of the national Violence against Children Survey in
Lao PDR reveal that violence in childhood is a common reality
in Lao PDR.
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1/3 of girls boys

More than
and
in Lao PDR are subjected to some form of
violence before they turn 18.

VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN IS WIDESPREAD

1 in 6 children experience at least one
form of physical violence.

1 in 14 girls and 1 in 8 boys experience some form of

Around
sexual abuse.

Physical Violence

Parents, caregivers and other relatives are the
most common perpetrators of physical violence.

Emotional Violence

The most common type of violence experienced by
children is emotional violence.

Sexual Violence

Most incidents of sexual abuse take place in a
home setting – someone else’s home, the child’s
home or the perpetrator’s home.

Knowing where to seek help

5.2 per cent of girls

Only
know where to get help if they are
sexually abused, compared to 57.8 per cent of boys.

Receiving help

1/4 boys

Around
subjected to sexual abuse receive help for their
experiences, however
report receiving help.
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6-11

1/5 of children

are subjected to
emotional violence at home by their parents,
caregivers or adult relatives.

1/4 of girls and boys witness
physical violence at home.

The majority of children subjected to
physical violence are between and
when it first happens.

years old
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1/5 girls
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6 11

62% girls and 91% boys

subjected to emotional violence
experience more than one incident.

over 1/3 boys

and
who are sexually abused experience their
first incident when they are 13 years old or
younger.
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3/4 of girls and boys
aged 13 to 17 think a woman should
tolerate violence to keep the family
together.

no girls

VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN refers to all forms of harm to children, including physical, sexual and emotional
violence, neglect, trafficking or exploitation.

THE CONSEQUENCES

Experiencing or witnessing violence drains children of their
potential and affects their health, wellbeing and future.

CHILDREN EXPOSED TO VIOLENCE ARE MORE LIKELY TO…

Have behavioural
and emotional problems

Perform less well in school,
drop out or repeat a year

Use alcohol and drugs
in harmful ways

1 in 11 girls and 1 in 8 boys in

Come into conflict
with the law

Lao PDR miss school after
experiencing sexual abuse.

Develop health conditions
and long-lasting diseases as adults

Become victims of violence
in adult life

Become perpetrators of violence
themselves

Have unsafe sex

In Lao PDR, boys subjected to sexual abuse
are almost three times more likely to use
violence against an intimate partner than
boys who do not experience sexual abuse.

VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN HAS SERIOUS HEALTH CONSEQUENCES
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39% of girls and 25% of boys in Lao
PDR experience physical harm or injury

Physical injuries

when they are first subjected to physical
violence.

Death
Depression, anxiety and
attempted suicide

Unwanted pregnancy

Sexually transmitted
infections, including HIV

In Lao PDR, girls who experience physical
violence in the past year are 16 times more
likely to contemplate suicide compared
to girls who do not experience physical
violence in the past year.

THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN
The costs of violence against children are high. Violence obstructs economic
growth because of lost productivity, disability, increased expenditures on
health, social welfare and justice, and decreased quality of life, all of which
can hold Lao PDR back from fully developing.

of Laos GDP

Research in East Asia and the Pacific, commissioned by the UNICEF East Asia
and Pacific Regional Office, found that child maltreatment is costing lowermiddle income countries like Lao PDR as much as 3% of GDP.

THE LEGAL BASIS
UN CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child specifies
that every child, everywhere, has the right to survive,
grow and be protected from all forms of violence.

Lao PDR ratified the Convention on the Rights of the
Child in 1991.
Lao PDR acceded to the First Optional Protocol on
the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child
Pornography and the Second Optional Protocol on the
Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict in 2006.

This right must be upheld, regardless of the child’s
nationality, place of residence, sex, gender identity,
age, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, language
or any other characteristic.

LAO PDR IS COMMITTED TO THE 2030 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AGENDA
PEACE, JUSTICE
AND STRONG
INSTITUTIONS

Target 16.2
End abuse, exploitation,
trafficking and all forms of
violence against and torture of
children

A NATIONAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK
A national legal framework to address violence against children has been
established in particular the Law on Preventing and Combatting Violence
against Women and Violence against Children (2015).
The law prohibits physical, emotional, sexual and
economic violence against women and children in all
settings
• It includes prevention, protection and assistance to
women and children who have experienced violence.
• It explicitly states that no custom, tradition or belief
should be invoked to justify violence.
• It introduces specific protection and assistance measures
for victims of violence
•

Other relevant laws include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Trafficking in Persons Law (2016)
Labour Law (2013)
Law on Juvenile Criminal Procedure (2013)
Family Law (2008)
Law on the Protection of the Rights and Interests of
Children (2007)
Law on Development and Protection of Women (2004)

EVERYONE HAS A ROLE TO PLAY IN ADDRESSING VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN
To prevent and respond to violence against children, multiple sectors of society must work together.

THE ACTION

Based on the findings of the national survey, the Government of Lao PDR is
pursuing the following priority actions to address violence against children in all
its forms:

ENHANCING THE ENABLING ENVIRONMENT
Implementing laws and policies. Implementing and enforcing laws and policies that
protect children sends a strong message to society that violence is unacceptable and will be
punished.
Data collection and research. Increasing the knowledge base on violence against
children is essential for effective advocacy and programming and setting targets to monitor
progress over time.
Strengthening capacities. Identifying and responding to violence against children
requires an effective workforce of professionals and non-professionals across the social
welfare, justice, health and education sectors.
Management and coordination. Strong coordination between health services, policing,
social services, education sector and justice is essential to deliver services to victims of
violence and their families.

PREVENTING VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN
Changing attitudes and behaviours. Interventions that challenge and help to change
negative social norms can help prevent and reduce violence in children’s lives.

Supporting parents and families. Providing parents and caregivers with child-rearing
strategies and techniques that promote children’s wellbeing can help to address a range of
individual and family risk factors associated with childhood violence.
Empowering children to protect themselves. Giving children the skills to cope and
manage risks and challenges without the use of violence and to seek appropriate support
services when violence does occur is crucial for reducing violence in all settings.

RESPONDING TO VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN
Providing support services. Violence against children can lead to a range of serious
health and social outcomes costly to both individuals and society. Minimizing these
consequences requires a variety of treatment and support services, including counselling,
psycho-social, legal and medical services.
Bringing perpetrators to justice. Concrete actions to stop perpetrators from committing

violence in the first place, to effectively bring them to justice, and to change their behaviours
to prevent re-offending builds confidence in the justice system and acts as a deterrent to
others.

