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Together for Girls, in partnership with The Equality Institute and the Oak Foundation, undertook a systematic review of proven solutions and best practices to prevent and respond to sexual violence against children and young people. 

Published in 2019, the review was completed in collaboration with a group of experts and allied organizations, highlighting evidence-based solutions from around the world, including a girls' empowerment initiative in India, justice reform in Guatemala, and a school-based education program in the United States.

We chose to adopt a social-ecological framework, adapted specifically for childhood sexual violence — taking into account various dimensions from the individual to the societal context — as an effective way to understand both the problem and effective solutions.
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Interventions listed in this package will need to be adapted to meet a country or community’s specific conditions and characteristics. For further guidance on implementation considerations see the INSPIRE framework (page 82-90).
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[image: Oaks partners perspectives on ending child sexual violence]
VideoPerspectives on ending sexual violence against children from leaders in the field
Leaders in the field to prevent sexual violence against children share their views on how we can create a safer world for all children.



[image: School related gender based violence]
Policy briefsSchool-related gender-based violence: achieving systemic, sustainable change - with youth and for youth
Youth and survivor leaders' message is clear: we know what can and must be done to end school-related gender-based violence (SRGBV), now is the time for action.



[image: Violence, SRH, health behaviors, risk and protective factors, by level of education]
Technical reportsViolence, SRH, health behaviors, risk, and protective factors, by level of education
Explore the results from a secondary analysis of VACS data by Together for Girls, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and Global Affairs Canada.



[image: Bmc public health]
VACS journal articlesDisclosure, reporting, and help seeking among child survivors of violence: A cross country analysis
This study explores the rarely studied prevalence and dynamics around disclosure, reporting, and help seeking behaviours of children who ever experienced physical and/or sexual violence.



[image: Child abuse neglect journal]
VACS journal articlesDid internal displacement from the 2010 earthquake in Haiti lead to long-term violence against children? A matched pairs study design
This article examines the effect of internal displacement from the 2010 Haitian earthquake on long-term physical, emotional, and sexual violence against children.



[image: Violence against children and youth in the Northern Triangle]
VACS reportsViolence against children and youth in the Northern Triangle
Explore data from the Honduras and El Salvador Violence Against Children and Youth Survey (VACS) reports launched in 2019.



[image: Global public health journal]
VACS journal articlesEarly sexual debut: A multi-country, sex-stratified analysis in sub-Saharan Africa
This article examines the outcomes associated with early sexual debut in five sub-Saharan African countries for males and females, separately.



[image: COVID-19: Policy Brief and Recommendations: Strengthening efforts to prevent and respond to school-related gender-based violence as schools reopen]
Policy briefsCOVID-19: Strengthening efforts to prevent and respond to school-related gender-based violence as schools reopen
This policy brief is targeted at policymakers and practitioners working in gender, education, and child protection fields.



[image: INSPIRE report]
Technical reportsINSPIRE: Seven strategies for ending violence against children
Building on growing evidence that violence against children is preventable, these evidence-based strategies support countries and communities to intensify their focus on prevention programmes and services in order to reduce violence against children.

	EN, ES



[image: TfG partnership video]
VideoTogether for Girls: See our story
Watch this video to learn more about the Together for Girls partnership.
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VACS journal articlesGender norms and health: Insights from global survey data
This article explores how the use of innovative approaches to analyzing proxies for gender norms, generated evidence that gender norms impact the health of women and men across life stages, health sectors, and world regions.



[image: Child abuse neglect journal]
VACS journal articlesRisk factors for childhood violence and poly-victimization: A cross-country analysis from three regions
Explore this analysis looking at risk factors of childhood emotional, physical, sexual violence, and polyvictimization for children aged 13–17 from Violence Against Children and Youth Surveys across six countries.
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Technical reportsOut Of The Shadows Index and Report
The Out of the Shadows Index is a benchmarking index developed by the Economist Intelligence Unit to cast a spotlight on how 40 countries are addressing sexual violence against children.

The Out of the Shadows Index does not attempt to measure the scale of the problem in each country and does not provide information on the prevalence of sexual violence against children. Rather, it serves as a tool to show how child sexual abuse and exploitation are being prioritized at the national level, highlighting areas for advancement against the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals, which include a target to end all forms of violence against children by 2030 (SDG 16.2).



[image: Injury prevention bmj journal]
VACS journal articlesSampling design and methodology of the Violence Against Children and Youth Surveys
This study describes the surveys’ target population, sampling design, statistical considerations, data collection process, priority violence indicators, and data dissemination.

	EN, ES



[image: Critical elements of interview training VACS]
VACS journal articlesCritical elements of interviewer training for engaging children and adolescents in global violence research: Best practices and lessons learned from the Violence Against Children and Youth Survey (VACS)
This white paper seeks to fill a gap in the field by describing strategies for interviewer recruitment and training for population-based studies on violence with child research participants.



[image: Nigeria a Pathfinding Country (A road map for Ending VAC )]
National Action PlansNigeria: A Pathfinding country
This document sets out the pathway that Nigeria will take to achieve the goal of ending violence against children.



[image: Strengthening Linkages A Companion Guide]
Technical reportsStrengthening linkages between clinical and social/community services for children and adolescents who have experienced sexual violence: A companion guide
This document serves as a companion guide to the 2012 Clinical management of children and adolescents who have experienced sexual violence: Technical considerations for PEPFAR Programs, which provides step-by-step guidance on the appropriate clinical/forensic care for children and adolescents who have experienced sexual violence and exploitation.



[image: Summary report Tfg meeting]
TfG materialsPriorities for research, monitoring and evaluation: Building the new agenda for Violence Against Children (VAC)
Explore this summary report on the Together for Girls experts meeting with key partners working to combat violence against children (VAC) from the fields of human rights, HIV/AIDS, and violence against women (VAW).



[image: Considerations for Developing  Comprehensive  National Actions to Prevent and Respond to Violence Against Children]
Technical reportsConsiderations for developing comprehensive national actions to prevent and respond to violence against children
This document builds on The Together for Girls Partnership: Linking Violence Against Children Surveys to coordinated and effective action, consolidating lessons learned from countries undertaking the national action planning process.



[image: Jaids journal]
VACS journal articlesPreventing sexual violence and HIV in children
This study explores the evidence linking violence against women and HIV, including on the cycle of violence and the links between violence against children and women.



[image: Plos medicine journal]
VACS journal articlesThe long-term health consequences of child physical abuse, emotional abuse, and neglect: A systematic review and meta-analysis
The aim of this study in 2012 was to summarize the evidence relating to the possible relationship between child physical abuse, emotional abuse, and neglect, and subsequent mental and physical health outcomes.



[image: Technical Action Framework December 2011]
TfG materialsTechnical action framework 2011
The purpose of the Technical action framework is to provide key stakeholders with an overview of the strategies that can be used to prevent and reduce sexual violence and its consequences to children, especially girls.
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BlogHow do we keep children safe? It starts with data
To prevent violence we must first understand it. Using our data with evidence-based frameworks allow governments to inform public health action to keep kids safe.

	22nd September 2023



[image: Daniela Ligiero]
BlogThe power of saying “I am a survivor”
Daniela Ligiero, survivor of childhood sexual violence, explains how she uses her story to change perceptions about childhood violence and create a safer world for future generations.

	23rd March 2023



[image: Students sitting at desks in a schools classroom]
BlogInternational Day of Education 2023: Prioritizing safe, quality education for every child
While school-related gender-based violence (SRGBV) is prevalent, it is also preventable, and there are evidence-based solutions that show that teachers and school personnel can be significant changemakers when they take active roles in preventing, addressing, and responding to violence.

	1st January 2023



[image: PSVI panel 2022]Panel speakers from left to right: Alicia Herbert OBE, Yasmine Sherif, Suresh Chhetry, Nadine Tunasi, Hon. David Sengeh, Josephine Kamara
Blog“For survivors, with survivors”: Preventing Sexual Violence in Conflict Initiative Conference 2022
Together for Girls and partners held a session highlighting the power of education to prevent conflict-related sexual violence.

	9th December 2022



[image: Refugee camp mountain]
BlogConducting a Violence Against Children and Youth Survey (VACS) among humanitarian-affected populations in Uganda
This essay is guest authored by Peter Kisaakye, Francis Obare, George Odwe, Yohannes Wado, and Chi-Chi Undie. Part of Population Council’s Rooted Reflections series, the team share their experiences implementing the first-ever Violence Against Children and Youth Survey (HVACS), gathering vital data about violence against refugee children.

	14th August 2022



[image: Women walking carrying grain]
BlogReflections on psychosocial response in the context of research
This essay is guest authored by Chi-Chi Undie, Senior Associate, Population Council and Together for Girls board member. Part of Population Council’s Rooted Reflections series, Chi-Chi shares her experience of implementing the first-ever Violence Against Children and Youth Survey (HVACS), gathering vital data about violence against refugee children.

	11th August 2022



[image: Uganda landscape]
BlogExpanding the possibilities for research in refugee settings in the East and Horn of Africa
This essay is guest authored by Chi-Chi Undie, Senior Associate, Population Council and Together for Girls board member. Part of Population Council’s Rooted Reflections series, Chi-Chi shares her experience of implementing the first-ever Violence Against Children and Youth Survey (HVACS), gathering vital data about violence against refugee children.

	10th August 2022



[image: School-children-holding-hands safe to learn essay]
Blog"Safe to learn" essay collection: The role data and research play in ending violence in schools
The “Safe to learn” initiative published a collection of essays that examine and tackle the causes of different forms of violence in and around schools. This essay is authored by Dr. Daniela Ligiero, Executive Director & CEO of Together for Girls.

	30th June 2022



[image: Hands together Africa outline]
BlogAfrican governments commit to ending violence against children
On May 11-13, 2022, senior government officials and civil society leaders from over 30 African countries gathered at the Pan-African symposium on violence prevention in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

	26th May 2022



[image: Brave Movement Global Survivors Summit]
BlogBrave Movement calls on G7 leaders to end sexual violence against children
On April 27, the Brave Movement to End Childhood Sexual Violence held the first-ever Global Survivors Action Summit.

	9th May 2022
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BlogHow we can end sexual violence against children and adolescents in the US
Millions of Americans are survivors of childhood sexual violence and affected family members. The Keep Kids Safe US national blueprint to end sexual violence against children and adolescents lays out evidence-based interventions to end sexual violence against children and adolescents in the US.

	7th April 2022



[image: A Breeze of Hope march]
BlogAn opportunity for groundbreaking justice at the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
Next week, on March 29-30, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (IACtHR) will hear the groundbreaking case of Brisa De Angulo Losada v. Bolivia.

	24th March 2022



[image: Safer internet day]
BlogTogether for a safer internet
International Safer Internet Day serves as a reminder that we all have a role to play in keeping children and adolescents safe online. Together, we can make the internet a safer and better place for children and adolescents now and in the future.

	7th February 2022



[image: Boy at school]
BlogWorld Education Day 2022: Changing course, transforming education
To mark World Education Day this year, we spoke to Yona Nestel of Plan International and Olanike Timipa-Uge of Teenage Network to learn more about the impact of COVID-19 on girls’ access to education.

	24th January 2022
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BlogWorld AIDS Day 2021: End inequalities. End AIDS. End pandemics.
The World AIDS Day 2021 theme is “End Inequality. End AIDS. End Pandemics.” By ending gender inequality and the silent pandemic of sexual violence against children and adolescents, we can create a safer, AIDS-free future.

	1st December 2021



[image: World day for prevention healing justice header]
BlogThe Inaugural World Day to End Sexual Violence Against Children and Adolescents
November 18 is the Inaugural World Day for Prevention, Healing and Justice to End Sexual Violence Against Children and Adolescents.

	17th November 2021



[image: Child smiling in a red shirt Uganda]
BlogPioneering the prevention of violence against children in Uganda
In 2015, Uganda’s commitment to implementing the Violence Against Children Surveys (VACS) was motivated by limited pre-existing nationwide data on the prevalence and magnitude of violence against children.

	26th July 2021



[image: Group of children]
BlogSafe: Preventing gender-based violence in and through schools
Together for Girls and partners hosted a Solutions Summit side event. Global leaders, experts, and youth activists shared the latest data on violence in school settings and highlighted school-based interventions for catalyzing broader social change to end violence.

	16th June 2021



[image: Together for Girls logo]
BlogData-driven advocacy for safe and gender equitable schools
“Social Responsibility within Changing Contexts” was the 2021 conference theme for the Comparative and International Education Society (CIES). CIES is dedicated to increasing understanding of educational issues, trends, and policies through comparative, intercultural, and international perspectives.

	21st May 2021



[image: Girl swinging on tire swing]
BlogVidaNyx: Accelerating child abuse prevention, healing, and justice
Together for Girls profiles VidaNyx — the leading cloud-based digital video evidence management solution that works to address the needs of the Children’s Advocacy Center in the U.S. — as a critical solution in the What Works to Prevent Sexual Violence Against Children Evidence Review.

	27th April 2021
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BlogJoin Keep Kids Safe for a day of events on April 8
The month of April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month and Child Abuse Prevention Month. Throughout April, the Keep Kids Safe coalition is raising awareness of sexual violence and promoting events that amplify the voices of survivors.

	1st April 2021



[image: Town in Guatemala]
BlogColombia Eliminates Statute of Limitations
Responding to violence and ensuring survivors can access justice

	12th February 2021



[image: Children learning in a classroom]
BlogInvesting in schools and teachers is key to unlocking solutions to school-related gender-based violence
Every child deserves to be safe at home, in their communities, and at school. However, findings from the VACS show that many children experience school-related gender-based violence. But it doesn’t have to be this way.

	2nd December 2020



[image: Young girls smiling_girls health education]
BlogGirls Health Ed: Creating change in and through schools
Girls Health Ed is one organization working in and through schools to address the root causes of gender equality that often lead to violence.

	25th October 2020
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BlogSafeguarding 101: Why it’s critical to keeping kids safe
Whether you’re a parent, leader of a youth-focused organization, or coach of a youth sports team, you should know what safeguarding is and why it’s critical to keeping kids safe.

	22nd October 2020



[image: Child riding a bike wearing mask]
BlogSolutions spotlight: Four actions you can take to keep kids safe in the US
Together for Girls, Darkness to Light, Child USA, and the National Children’s Alliance join forces with a diverse coalition of adult survivors of childhood sexual abuse, advocates, and leading organizations to launch #KeepKidsSafe.

	7th October 2020



[image: RBG promise]Photo: Karen Cox/SheKnows
BlogWhat’s your #RBGPromise?

	23rd September 2020



[image: Woman standing on a hill looking out]
BlogWhat’s your take on equality? But, really…
Twenty-five years ago this week, 50,000 people gathered in Beijing for the UN’s Fourth World Conference on Women.

	16th September 2020



[image: Children Cote d'Ivoire]
BlogSexual violence against children: Lessons from Côte d’Ivoire
The Violence Against Children and Youth Survey report, reveals new data about the state of violence against children throughout Côte d’Ivoire, but also, pointing to critical facts that were previously unknown.

	9th September 2020



[image: Daniela Ligiero]Daniela Ligiero is the Executive Director & Chief Executive Officer, Together for Girls
Blog“I am a survivor.”
Sexual violence against children affects children everywhere at a staggering rate — one in four girls experience physically forced or coerced sexual intercourse.

	4th September 2020



[image: Survivors Agenda Virtual Town Hall]
BlogSurvivors’ Agenda Virtual Town Hall
This town hall brings together survivors of sexual violence against children — remarkable activists that are helping change the way we think about an issue that, directly or indirectly, affects all of us.

	26th August 2020



[image: Athlete A]
BlogAthlete A: What it teaches us… and fails to teach us about sexual violence against children
Athlete A reminds us how regularly survivors are ignored and how often they are chastised for reporting an abuser. It reveals how self-interested institutions can themselves turn into cloaks of protection for the most heinous crimes.

	19th August 2020



[image: Keep kids safe online]
BlogThe new face of schooling… and keeping kids safe at home and online
The COVID-19 lockdowns around the U.S. have exacerbated what was already a widespread problem gripping our nation: the trapping of children at home with sexual abusers.

	13th August 2020



[image: girl looking into the distance]
BlogFriends don’t remain silent. Here's what to say if a survivor of sexual violence comes to you.
Friends can play a powerful role in helping survivors access and receive critical care to help them seek justice and start their journey to heal.

	31st July 2020



[image: hands reaching out to touch]
BlogWe can end sexual violence. But how we end it is well beyond policing.
Survivors of sexual violence, particularly those of color, should be leading the conversations about their needs and the needs of their communities, informing policy, and catalyzing prevention.

	23rd July 2020
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BlogUnderstanding school-related gender-based violence
Every child around the world deserves the opportunity to learn. Education is a basic human right and a necessary pathway to ending extreme poverty. We know that equitable, quality education has an immense power to transform the lives of individuals, communities, and nations.

	13th July 2020
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BlogFour tools parents can use to protect kids during COVID-19
This blog features COVID-19 parenting resources, including evidence-based strategies to manage stress, tools to keep children safe online, and guides that help parents talk to their kids about COVID-19.

	29th April 2020



[image: shleigh Howard VACS interviewers in Indonesia before data collection 2013]
BlogTop 10 things you should know about the Violence Against Children and Youth Surveys (VACS)
Ashleigh Howard — a global health epidemiologist with expertise in violence and HIV — shares her top 10 things you should know about the Violence Against Children and Youth Surveys.

	24th October 2019
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BlogEducation: A fundamental human right
Education is a fundamental human right and a critical pathway to ending extreme poverty. Equitable, quality education has an immense power to transform the lives of individuals, families, communities, and nations.

	10th October 2019
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BlogUnderstanding child sexual abuse
Childhood sexual violence differs from other forms of violence, such as physical or psychological violence, as child development and the capacity to consent influence its recognition as a crime.

	22nd September 2019



[image: Engaging men boys gender equality]
BlogKey considerations for engaging men and boys as a prevention strategy
Attitudes and behaviors that can exacerbate the risk for or facilitate acts of sexual violence against adolescents and children are grounded in broad social norms.

	12th April 2019



[image: Together for Girls logo]
BlogStrength in numbers: Working together to end violence against children and women
On September 21, the European Union (EU) and the United Nations (UN) launched an historic global, multi-year initiative focused on eliminating all forms of violence against women and girls (VAWG) – the Spotlight Initiative.

	22nd December 2017
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BlogGet involved: 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence
Six ways to celebrate 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence.

	8th December 2017



[image: Melissa Kirby, Phumzile Mlambo-Nguka, Kathy Calvin]Melissa Kirby, Phumzile Mlambo-Nguka, Kathy Calvin and Girl Up Teen Advisers
BlogTogether for Girls hosts high-level event for International Day of the Girl
To commemorate International Day of the Girl, Together for Girls co-hosted a high-level event at the Embassy of Canada, “Data to Action: Breaking the Cycle of Violence Against Girls”.

	12th November 2017
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BlogA father’s role: Changing the conversation around gender equality
Together for Girls had the opportunity to interview Gary Barker, the President and CEO of Promundo and longtime champion of engaging men and boys in gender equality and violence prevention.

	13th June 2017



[image: Illustration]“Perfection of a teenage girl” By Alexandra, United States
BlogBarriers and solutions to gender inequality: art contest winners
Girls from all over the world used their artistic talents to illustrate barriers and solutions to gender inequities that stop them from reaching their full potential.

	2nd March 2016
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[image: SASA! Initiative]Photo credit: Raising Voices
StorySASA! Initiative
An effective intervention focused on community mobilization programs to change attitudes, norms and behaviors with direct intervention at the community level



[image: Safeguarding in sports]Children playing football as part of a UNICEF-supported project for vulnerable children in Maramvya site for internationally displaced people, Bujumbura suburbs. The project implemented by Sport Sans Frontieres, an international NGO, aims to educate through sports activities.  Photo: UNICEF/UNI123577/Krzysiek.
StoryInternational safeguards for children in sport
A prudent intervention on the adoption of safeguarding policies and procedures for child and youth-serving organizations
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StoryStewards of children training
A prudent intervention providing education and awareness-raising for adults who interact with children.
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StoryFamilies for safe dates
The aim of Families for Safe Dates, a family-based safe dating program, is to motivate and facilitate the conversation between adolescents and their caregivers about dating violence.



[image: SASA! initiative]Photo credit: Raising Voices
StoryMalawi's Social Cash Transfer program
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CampaignWhat works to prevent sexual violence against children
We shine a light on some of the solutions against violence against children being implemented around the world and talk to leading experts in the space.
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[image: Safe Futures Hub Press Release]
Press ReleaseSafe Futures Hub - transforming the response against childhood sexual violence - unveiled at Clinton Global Initiative 2023 Meeting
Together for Girls CEO and President Dr. Daniela Ligiero announces the launch of the Safe Futures Hub in partnership with WeProtect Global Alliance and the Sexual Violence Research Initiative

	19th September 2023



[image: Resolution to recognize child abuse prevention month]
Press ReleaseTogether for Girls statement on U.S. House Resolution “Expressing support for the goals and ideals of National Child Abuse Prevention Month”

	19th April 2023
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Focus areaUnderstanding and preventing sexual violence

	EN, ES, FR
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